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IN D EPEN D EN T AUD ITORS' REPORT 

H onorable K enneth W . D arnsteadt 

Calcasieu Parish Tax A ssessm ent D istrict 

Lake Charles, Louisiana 

MEMBERS OF - 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA 
CERTIRED PUBUC ACCOUNTAN TS 

SEC PRACTICE SECTION 
OF AICPA 

W e have audited the accom pan ying general purpose finan cial statem ents of the Calcasieu Parish Tax 

A ssessm ent D istrict, a com ponent unit of the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury
, as of D ecem ber 31, 2000, and for 

the year then ended. These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the D istrict's 

m an agem ent. Our responsibility is to express an  opinion on these general purp ose financial statem ents based 
on our audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted auditing stan dards and Governm ent Auditing 
Standards issued by the Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States. Those standar ds require that w e plan and 

perform  the audit to obtain reasonable as suran ce about w hether the general purpose financial statem ents ar e free 

of m aterial m isstatem ent. A n audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the am ounts an d 
disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An  audit also includes assessing the accounting 

principles used and significan t estim ates m ade by m an agem ent, as  w ell as  evaluating the overall general purpose 
financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion

. 

In our  opinion, the general purpose finan cial statem ents referred to above present fairly
, in all m aterial respects, 

the finan cial position of the Calcas ieu Parish Tax A ssessm ent D istrict as  of D ecem ber 31
, 2000, and the results 

of its operations for the year  th en ended in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. 

In accordan ce w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, w e have also issued a report dated June 7
, 2001 on our 

consideration of the D istrict's intern al control over financial reporting and our test of its com plian ce w ith certain 
provisions of law s, regulations, contracts, an d gran ts. 



H onorable K enneth W . D arnsteadt 

Page Tw o 

O ur audit w as conducted for the purpose of form ing an opinion on the general purpose financial statem ents 
taken as a w hole. The financial inform ation listed as a supporting schedule in the table of contents is presented 

for purposes of additional analysis an d is not a required part of the general purpose financial statem ents of the 

Calcasieu Parish Tax Assessment District. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the general purpose finan cial statem ents an d, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all m aterial 

respects in relation to the finan cial statem ents tak en as a w hole. 

June 7, 2001 



CA LCA SIEU  PA RISH TA X  A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 

G O V ERN M EN TA L FUN D TYP E A N D A CC O UN T G R O U P 
COM BIN ED BA LA N CE SH EET 

A SSETS 
Cash 
R eceivables, net: 

Taxes 
Intergovernm ental 

Fixed assets 

Total assets 

LIABILITIES AND FUND EQUITY 
Liabilities: 

A ccounts payable 
A ccrued liabilities 
N otes payable 

Total liabilities 

Fund equity: 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 
U nreserved, undesignated fund balan ce 

Total fund equity 

D ecem ber 31, 2000 

G overnm ental 
Fund Type 

G eneral 
Fund 

A ccount 
G roup 

G eneral 
Fixed 
A ssets 

Total 

(M emorandum 
Only) 

$ 35,768 $ $ 35,768 

1,142,794 
56,855 

70,806 

1,142,794 
56,855 
70,806 

$ 1,235,417 $ 70,806 $ 1,306,223 

15,535 $ 
32,404 
753,000 

800,939 

434,478 
70,806 

434,478 70,806 

15,535 
32,404 
753,000 

800,939 

70,806 
434,478 

505,284 

Total liabilities and fund equity $ 1,235,417 $ 70,806 $ 1,306,223 

The accom panying notes are an  integral part of these finan cial statem ents 
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REV EN U ES 
Taxes 
Intergovernm ental 
Charges for services 
Interest 
Other 

Total revenues 

EX PEN D ITU R ES: 
Current: 

CA LCA SIEU  PAR ISH TA X  A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 

STA TEM EN T O F REV ENU ES, EX PEND ITURE S, A ND  
CH A N G ES IN  FUN D BA LAN CE 

G O V ERNM EN TA L FU N D TY PE - G EN ERA L FUN D 

General governm ent 
Capital outlay 
Interest expense 

Total expenditures 

EX CESS O F REV ENU ES O V ER 
EXPEN D ITU R ES 

FUN D BALAN CE, JAN U A RY  1 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

FU ND BA LAN CE, D ECEM BER 31 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these financial statem ents 
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1,162,981 
85,282 
41,956 
8,456 
1,182 

1,299,857 

1,172,110 
1,519 

23,636 

1,197,265 

102,592 

331,886 

$ 434,478 



CA LCA SIEU PAR ISH TAX  A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 

STATEM EN T O F REV EN UES, EXPEN D ITURE S, A ND  CHAN G ES IN FUN D BALAN CE 
BUDGET (GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND 

RE V ENU ES: 
Taxes 
Intergovernm ental 
Charges for service 
Interest 
O ther 

Total revenues 

EX PEND ITU RES: 
Current: 

G eneral governm ent 
Capital outlay 
Interest 

Total expenditures 

EX CESS OF RE V EN U ES OV ER 
EXPEND ITUR ES 

FU N D BA LA N CE, JAN U A R Y  1 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

FU N D BA LA N CE, D ECEM BER 31 

Budget A ctual 

$ 1,077,650 
72,500 
37,854 
5,000 

V ariance 
Favorable 

(Unfavorable) 

85,33l 
12,782 
4,102 
3,456 
1,182 

1,193,004 1,299,857 106,853 

1,177,960 
2,000 

1,179,960 

13,044 

331,886 

344,930 $ 

The accom panying notes are an integral part of these financial statem ents 
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1,172,110 
1,519 

23,636 

1,197,265 

5,850 
481 

(23,636) 

(17,305) 

102,592 89,548 

331,886 

434,478 $ 89,548 



~ TRODU CTION 

C A LCA SIEU  PA RISH TA X  A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 

Lake Charles, Louisiana 

N O TES TO FIN AN CIA L STA TEM EN TS 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

A s provided by Article V II, Section 24 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, the assessor is elected by the voters 

of the parish and serves a four-year term . The assessor assesses all real and movable property in the parish subject 
to ad valorem  taxation. The assessor is authorized to appoint as m an y deputies as m ay be necessary for the efficient 

operation of the office an d provides assistance to the taxpayers of the parish. The deputies ar e authorized to perform  

all functions of the office, but the assessor is officially and pecuniarily responsible for the actions of the deputies. 

In accordan ce w ith Louisiana law , the assessor bas es real and m ovable property assessm ents on conditions existing 

on Jan uary 1 of the tax year . The assessor com pletes an  assessm ent listing by M ay 1 of the tax  year  an d subm its the 

list to the parish govern ing authority an d the Louisian a Tax  Com m ission as  prescribed by law . Once the assessm ent 

listing is approved, the assessor subm its the assessm ent roll to the parish tax collector w ho is responsible for 

collecting an d distributing taxes to the various taxing bodies. 

SU M M ARY OF SIGN IFICAN T A CCOUN TIN G PO LICIES 

A . BA SIS OF PRESEN TATION 

The accom pan ying general purpose financial statem ents of the Calcasieu Parish Tax A ssessm ent D istrict 

have been prepared in conform ity with generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to 
governm ental units. The Governm ental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard- 
setting body for establishing governm ental accounting an d finan cial reporting principles. 

B . RE PORTIN G EN TITY 

The assessor is an  independently elected offi cial; how ever, the assessor is fiscally dependent on the 

Calcasieu Parish Police Jury. The police jury maintains an d operates the building in which the assessor's 
offi ce is located and provides funds for equipm ent an d furniture of the assessor's offi ce. In addition, the 

police jury's general purp ose financial statements would be incomplete or misleading without inclusion of 
the assessor. For these reasons, the assessor w as determ ined to be a com ponent unit of the Calcasieu Parish 
Police Jury, the financial reporting entity. 

The accom pan ying finan cial statem ents present inform ation only on the fu nds m aintained by the assessor 

and do not present information on the police jury, the general government services provided by that 
governm ental unit, or the other governm ental units th at com prise the financial reporting entity

. 



CA LCA SIEU PAR ISH TAX  A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 

N O TES TO FIN AN CIA L STA TEM EN TS - Continued 

For the Y ear  Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

C. FUND  A CCOU N TIN G 

The assessor uses funds and account groups to report on its finan cial position an d the results of its 

operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance an d to aid financial m an agem ent 

by segr egating transactions relating to certain governm ent functions or activities
. 

A fund is a separ ate accounting entity w ith a self-balancing set of accounts
. O n the other hand, an  account 

gr oup is a finan cial reporting device design ed to provide accountability for certain assets an d liabilities that 

are not recorded in the funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources
. 

Fun ds of the assessor are classified as governm ental funds. Govern m ental funds account for the assessor's 
general activities, including the collection an d disbursem ent of specific or legally restricted m onies and the 

acquisition of general fixed assets. Governm ental funds of the assessor include: 

G eneral Fund - th e G eneral Fun d, as provided by Louisian a Revised Statute 47:1906
, is the 

principal fund of the assessor an d accounts for the operation of the assessor's office
. A d 

valorem  tax revenue an d com pensation received from  the various taxing bodies
, prescribed 

by form ula in R .S. 47:1907-1908, is accounted for in this fu nd. G eneral operating 
expenditures ar e paid from  this fu nd. 

D . BA SIS OF A CCOU N TIN G 

The accounting an d finan cial reporting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined by its m easurem ent focus
. 

The G eneral Fund is accounted for using a current finan cial resources m easurem ent focus
. W ith this 

m easurem ent focus, only current assets an d current liabilities ar e generally included on the balance sheet
. 

The operating statem ent of the G eneral Fund presents increases an d decreases in net current assets
. The 

m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by the G eneral Fun d. The G eneral Fund uses the follow ing 
practices in recording revenues an d expenditures: 

R evenues 

A ll governm ental funds ar e accounted for using the m odified accru al basis of accounting
. Their 

revenues are recognized w hen they becom e m easur able an d available as net current assets
. All major 

revenues are susceptible to accrual. 
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CA LCA SIEU  PARISH TAX  A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 

N OTES TO FIN AN CIA L STA TEM EN TS - Continued 

For the Y ear  Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

D . BA SIS O F A CCO UN TIN G - Continued 

E xpenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of accounting w hen the 

related fund liability is incurred. A n exception to this ru le is accum ulated unpaid vacation, sick pay, 

and other em ployee am ounts w hich ar e not accru ed. 

E. BU D G ETS 

Annually, the Calcasieu Parish Tax A ssessm ent D istrict adopts a budget for the G eneral Fund on a m odified 

accru al basis of accounting. The budgetary practices include public notice of the proposed budget, public 

inspection of the proposed budget, and a public hearing on the budget. Form al budgetary integration is not 

em ployed as a m an agem ent control device during the year . Budgeted am ounts included in the 

accom panying financial statem ents include the original adopted budget am ounts and all subsequent 

am endm ents. A ll budgetary appropriations lapse at year end. 

F. CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS 

For reporting purposes, cash includes dem and deposits, tim e dep osits, and certificates of dep osit. U nder state 

law , the Calcasieu Parish Tax  A ssessm ent D istrict m ay deposit fundsin dem and deposits, interest-bearing 

dem an d dep osits, or tim e dep osits w ith state banks organized un der Louisian a law  and national banks havin g 

principal offices in Louisiana. 

At December 31, 2000, the district has cash and cash equivalents (book balances) totaling $35,768, as 
follow s: 

Interest-bearing dem and deposits 

These deposits are stated at cost, which approxim ates m arket. Under state law, these deposits (or the 
resulting bank balan ces) must be secured by federal deposit insuran ce or the pledge of securities owned by 
the fiscal agent bank. The m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at 

all tim es equal the am ount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent. These securities ar e held in the nam e of the 

pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank that is mutually acceptable to both parties (GASB 
Category 3). At December 31, 2000, the district has $79,832 in deposits (collected bank balan ces). These 
deposits ar e secured from  risk by $100,000 of federal deposit insurance. 

10 



CA LCA SIEU PARISH TAX  A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 

Lake Charles, Louisiana 

N O TES TO FIN A N CIAL STA TEM EN TS - Continued 

G . FIX ED A SSETS 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

Fixed assets are recorded as expenditures at the tim e purchased, and the related assets are capitalized 

(reported) in the general fixed assets account group rather than  in the general fund. General fixed assets 
provided by the police jury are recorded within the general fixed assets account group of the Calcasieu 
Parish Police Jury. N o depreciation has been provided on general fixed assets

. A ll fixed assets are valued 
at historical cost. 

H . COM PEN SA TED AB SEN CES 

The Calcasieu Parish Tax A ssessm ent D istrict's offi ce has a form al leave policy in w hich the em ployees of 

the as sessm ent district's offi ce earn from  10 to 25 days of vacation each year
, depending on length of service 

w ith the assessm ent district. Full-tim e, perm anent em ployees are gr anted vacation benefits in vary ing 

am ounts to specified m ax im um s depending on years of service. A ll earned vacation tim e m ust be used by 
the em ployee and cannot be carried over into the next year . In addition, em ployees earn 9 days of sick leave 
each year . Sick leave not used in th e year  earned m ay be carried forw ard into the follow ing year

. Sick leave 
is recorded on a "pay as you go" basis. 

TOTAL CO LU M N S ON  STA TEM EN TS 

The total colum ns on the statem ents are captioned M em orandum  Only to indicate that they are presented 

only to facilitate finan cial analysis. D ata in these colum ns do not present financial position or results of 

operations, in conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. N either is such data com par able 
to a consolidation. 

2. LEV IED  TAX ES 

For the year ended December 31, 2000, the assessment district levied 1.46 mills on property subject to 
taxation to be used for the operations of the assessm ent office. Total taxes levied for the year w ere 
$1,166,116 on property w ith as sessed valuation totaling $798,709,780. A n allow ance for bad debt has been 
established at $23,322. 

11 



CA LCA SIEU  PA R ISH TA X A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 

Lake Charles, Louisiana 

N O TES TO FIN A N CIA L STA TEM EN TS - Continued 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

2. LEV IED TA X ES - Continued 

Property tax m illage rates ar e adopted in July for the calendar  year in which the taxes ar e levied and 
recorded. A ll taxes are due and collectible w hen the assessm ent rolls are filed on or before N ovem ber 15 
of the current year , and becom e delinquent after D ecem ber 31. Property taxes not paid by the end of 

February are subject to lien. 

CH A N GES IN  G EN ERA L FIX ED A SSETS 

A sum m ary of changes in general fixed assets follow s 

Balance at Jan uary 1, 2000 

A dditions 
R etirem ents 

B alance at D ecem ber 31, 2000 

4. PEN SION PLAN  

$ 98,602 
1,519 

70.806 

Plan D escription. Substan tially all em ployees of the Calcasieu Parish A ssessor's offi ce ar e m em bers of the 

Louisian a Assessors' Retirem ent System (System), a cost-sharing, multiple-employer defined benefit 
pension plan adm inistered by a separ ate board of trustees. 

A ll full-tim e em ployees w ho ar e under the age of 60 at the tim e of original em ploym ent and are not draw ing 

retirem ent benefits from  any other public retirem ent system  in Louisiana ar e required to participate in the 

System . Em ployees w ho retire at or after age 55 w ith  at least 12 year s of credited service or at or after age 

50 w ith at least 30 year s of credited service ar e entitled to a retirem ent benefit, payable m onthly for life, 

equal to 3%  of th eir final-average salary for each year  of credited service, not to exceed 100%  of th eir final- 
average salary for each year of credited service, not to exceed 100%  of their final-average salary . Final- 

average salary is the employee's average salary over the 36 consecutive or joined months that produce the 
highest average. Em ployees w ho term inate w ith at least 12 year s of service an d do not w ithdraw  their 

em ployee contributions m ay retire at or after age 55 an d receive the benefit accru ed to their date of 

term ination. The System  also provides death an d disability benefits. Benefits ar e established or am ended 
by state statute. 
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C A LC A SIEU  PAR ISH TA X  A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 

Lake Charles, Louisiana 

N O TES TO FIN AN CIA L STA TEM EN TS - Continued 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

4. PEN SION  PLA N  - Continued 

The System  issues an annual publicly available finan cial report that includes finan cial statem ents and 
required supplem entary inform ation for the System . That report m ay be obtained by writing to the Louisiana 

A ssessors' R etirem ent System , Post O ffice Box 1786, Shreveport, Louisiana 71166-1786, or by calling 

(337)425-4446. 

Funding Policy. Plan m em bers are required by state statute to contribute 7.0%  of their annual covered salary 

and the Calcasieu Parish A ssessor is required to contribute at an  actuarially determ ined rate. The current 

rate is 5.75%  of annual covered payroll. Contributions to the System  also include revenue sharing funds 

appropriated by the legislature. The contribution requirem ents of plan m em bers and the Calcasieu Parish 

A ssessor are established an d m ay be am ended by state statute. A s provided by R .S. 11:103, the em ployer 

contributions are determined by actuarial valuation an d are subject to chan ge each year based on the results 
of the valuation for the prior fiscal year. The Calcasieu Parish A ssessor's contributions to the System  for 

the years ending Decem ber 31, 2000, 1999, an d 1998, were $38,551, $35,195, and $35,952, respectively, 
equal to the required contributions for each year . 

PO ST RETIREM EN T H EA LTH CAR E AN D LIFE IN SU RA N CE 

In accordance w ith state statutes, the D istrict provides certain continuing health car e and life insurance 

benefits for its retired em ployees on a pay-as-you-go-basis. Substantially all of the D istrict's em ployees 

become eligible for these benefits if they reach normal retirement age while working for the District. These 
benefits for retirees and sim ilar benefits for active em ployees ar e provided through Louisiana A ssessor's 

Insurance Fund, whose monthly premiums are paid jointly by the employee and by the District. The cost 
of retiree benefits included in these expenditu res w as $80,495 for 18 retirees. 

6. D EFERRED CO M PEN SA TION  PLA N  

The D istrict offers its em ployees a deferred com pensation plan  created in accordan ce w ith Internal Revenue 

Code Section 457. The Plan , available to all D istrict em ployees, perm its em ployees to defer a portion of 

their salaries until future years. Th e deferred com pensation is not available to em ployees until term ination, 

retirem ent, death, or un foreseeable em ergency. The plan 's adm inistrator is PEB SCO . 

A s the D istrict is not involved in the adm inistration of the Plan , nor does it offer investm ent advice to the 
Plan 's participants, the Plan  is not considered to be a fiduciary fund. A ccordingly, the Plan 's assets ar e not 

included in the accom pan ying financial statem ents. 
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CA LCA SIEU PARISH TAX  A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 

Lake Charles, Louisiana 

N O TES TO FIN AN CIA L STA TEM EN TS - Continued 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

7. EXPEN SES OF TH E A SSESSOR N OT IN CLU D ED IN  TH E FIN AN CIA L STATEM EN TS 

The Calcasieu Parish Tax A ssessm ent D istrict's offi ce is located in the M agnolia Life Building ow ned by 

the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury. The upkeep and m aintenance of the building is paid by the Calcasieu 

Parish Police Jury . 

8. N O TES PA Y AB LE 

N otes payable consist of the follow ing at D ecem ber 31, 2000 

N ote payable to Jeff D avis Bank 

dated A pril 17, 2000, accruing 

interest at 5.95% , m aturing on 

April 17, 2001, secured by 

property tax revenues 

9. RISK  M AN A G EM EN T 

The A ssessor is covered w ith com m ercial insuran ce for substan tially all risks. 

$ 753,000 



SU PPLEM EN TA L SCH ED U LE 



CA LCA SIEU PAR ISH TA X A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 

SCH ED U LE OF EXPEND ITU RES - BU D G ET 
(GAAP BASIS) AND ACTUAL - GENERAL FUND 

For the Y ear Ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

A ssessor's personal expense allow ance 
Salaries: 

A ssessor 
D eputies 

M aterials, supplies and expense: 
O ffice 
A utom obile 
C om puter 

Professional services 
Professional reappraisal contracts 
W orkers' com pensation 
D ues 
Group insurance 
Contribution to em ployees' retirem ent 
Payroll taxes 
Travel, conference an d education 
Penalties 

B udget 

V ariance 
Favorable 

Actual (Unfavorable) 

8,560 $ 8,410 $ 

85,600 85,600 
590,700 594,308 

49,8O0 
15,000 
40,000 
11,500 
100,000 
17,500 
4,500 

173,800 
36,000 

45,000 

$ 1,177,960 

50,589 
23,536 
101,814 
10,729 

8,860 
4,481 

196,343 
49,653 
6,344 
29,733 
1,710 

150 

(3,608) 

(789) 
(8,536) 
(61,814) 

771 
100,000 
8,640 

19 

(22,543) 
(13,653) 
(6,344) 
15,267 
(151o) 

$ 1,172,110 $ 5,850 



SU PPLEM EN TA L REPO RTS 
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MEMBERS OF - 
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CERTIFIED PUBUC ACCOUNTANTS 

SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA 
CERT IFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

REPORT ON  COM PLIA N CE AND  ON  IN TERN AL CON TROL OV ER 
FIN AN CIAL  RE PO RTIN G B A SED ON  AN  A U D IT O F FIN A N CIA L 

STA TEM EN TS PERFO RM ED IN  A CCO RD AN CE W ITH  

GO VERNM EN T A UD ITIN G STAND ARD S 

H onorable K enneth W . D arnsteadt 

Calcasieu Parish Tax A ssessm ent D istrict 

Lake Charles, Louisiana 

SEC PRACTICE SECTION 
OF AICPA 

W e have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the Calcasieu Parish Tax A ssessm ent D istrict, a 

com ponent unit of the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury, as of an d for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2000, and have 

issued our report thereon dated June 7, 2001. W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith generally accepted 

auditing stan dar ds applicable to financial audits contained in Governm ent Auditing Standards, issued by the 
Com ptroller G eneral of the U nited States. 

A s part of obtaining reasonable as sur ance about w hether th e D istrict's general purpose finan cial statem ents ar e free 

of m aterial m isstatem ent, w e perform ed tests of its com pliance w ith certain provisions of law s, regulations, contracts 
and gran ts, noncom pliance w ith w hich could have a direct and m aterial effect on the determ ination of financial 

statement amounts. However, providing an opinion on complian ce with those provisions was not an objective of 
our audit an d, accordingly, w e do not express such an opinion. The results of our tests disclosed no instances of 

noncom pliance that is required to be reported under Governm ent Auditing Standards. H ow ever, w e noted certain 

imm aterial instances of noncom plian ce that w e have reported to m an agem ent in a separ ate m an agem ent letter dated 

June 7, 2001. 

Internal Control O ver Finan cial R eportine 

In planning an d perform ing our  audit, w e considered the D istrict's internal control over financial reporting in order 

to determ ine our  auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our  opinion on the general purpose financial 

statem ents an d not to provide assuran ce on the intern al control over finan cial reporting. Our  consideration of the 
intern al control over finan cial reporting w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over 

financial reporting that m ight be m aterial w eaknesses. A  m aterial w eakness is a condition in w hich the design or 

operation of one or m ore of the intern al control com ponents does not reduce to a relatively low  level the risk that 

m isstatem ents in am ounts th at w ould be m aterial in relation to the general purpose finan cial statem ents 
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being audited m ay occur and not be detected w ithin a tim ely period by em ployees in the norm al course of 

perform ing their assigned functions. W e noted no m atters involving the internal control over financial reporting 

and its operation that w e consider to be m aterial w eaknesses. 

This report is intended for the inform ation of the D istrict's m anagem ent, the Calcasieu Parish Police Jury
, an d the 

Legislative A uditor of the State of Louisiana. H ow ever, this report is a m atter of public record and its distribution 
is not lim ited. 

June 7, 2001 



CA LCA SIEU  PA RISH TA X A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 

SCH ED U LE O F PRIOR A UD IT FIN D IN G S 

D ecem ber 31, 1999 

Section I - Internal C ontrol and C om pliance M aterial to the Financial Statem ents: 

R ef. N o. 1-1999 

Finding 
A ctual expenditures exceeded budgeted expenditures in the general fund. 

Corrective A ction Planned 
A com parison of actual expenditures to budgeted expenditures should be review ed periodically during the year  

an d the budget am ended accordingly. 

Corrective A ction Taken 
The planned corrective action w as fully im plem ented. A ssessor is in com plian ce w ith budget law  for year ended 

D ecem ber 31, 2000. 
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CA LCA SIEU PARISH TA X A SSESSM EN T D ISTRICT 

Lake Charles, Louisiana 

SCHEDULE OF FINDIN GS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

SU M M A RY O F A UD IT RESUL TS 

D ecem ber 31, 2000 

1. The auditors' report expresses an  unqualified opinion on the finan cial statem ents of the Calcasieu Parish Tax 

A ssessm ent D istrict. 

2. N o m aterial w eaknesses, reportable conditions, or instances of noncom pliance m aterial to the financial 

statem ents w ere identified during the audit of the finan cial statem ents perform ed in accordance w ith 

G overnm ent A uditing Stan dards. 

3. A separate m an agem ent letter w as issued. 
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SEC PRACTICE SECTION 
OF AICPA 

W e have audited the finan cial statements of the Calcasieu Parish Tax Assessment District (the 
"District") as of and for the year ended December 31, 2000, and have issued our reports thereon 
dated June 7, 2001. In planning and perform ing our audit of the finan cial statem ents, w e 
considered internal control in order to determ ine our auditing procedures for the purpose of 
expressing our opinion on the financial statem ents an d not to provide assuran ce on intern al 

control. W e have not considered intern al control since the date of our report. 

D uring our audits, w e noted certain m atters involving intem al control and other operational 
m atters that are presented for your consideration. These com m ents an d recomm endations, all of 
w hich have been discussed w ith the appropriate m em bers of m an agem ent, are intended to 

im prove intern al control and are sum m arized as follow s: 

Observation (Ref. M L 2000-1 During the course of our audit w e discovered approxim ately 
$4,000 in penalties and interest related to untim ely payroll tax deposits. These penalties resulted 
from  late deposits in late 1999 and early 2000. Per discussion w ith m anagem ent, cash flow  w as 
a problem  dur ing this period as the D istrict's operating line of credit w as fully funded an d ad 

valorem  tax receipts had not yet been received. 

Recom m endation. Cash flow s 
are m ade on a tim ely basis in 

paym ent are severe. 

should be m onitored car efully to ensur e that payroll tax  deposits 
accordan ce w ith Federal regulations because penalties for late 

M an agem ent Resoonse. The A ssessor concurs w ith auditors' recomm endation an d w ill 

im plem ent th e recom m endation im m ediately. 
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Observation (Ref. M L 2000-2). During the course of our audit we noted that som e employee 
m ileage expense reim bursem ents and certain charges to the D istrict's credit car d lacked 
appropriate docum entation. The A ssessor does approve all expenditures an d sign all checks as a 

m itigating control. 

Recom m endation. A ll 
docum entation an d an 
docum entation. 

D istrict expenditures should be supported by an invoice or sim ilar  
explanation of the business purpose if not evident from  the supporting 

M anagem ent R esoonse. The A ssessor concurs w ith auditors' recom m endation an d w ill 

im plem ent the recom m endation im m ediately. 

O ur procedures ar e designed prim ar ily to enable us to form  an opinion on the financial 

statem ents, and therefore m ay not bring to light all w eaknesses in policies or procedures that m ay 
exist. W e aim , how ever, to use our  know ledge of the above nam ed entities gained during our 
w ork to m ake com m ents and suggestions that w e hope w ill be useful to you. 

W e w ould be pleased to discuss these com m ents and recom m endations w ith you at any tim e. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation an d use of the Calcasieu Par ish Tax 
A ssessm ent D istrict m an agem ent, State of Louisian a Legislative A uditor, an d Calcasieu Parish 

Police Jury, how ever, this letter is a m atter of public record an d its distribution is not lim ited. 

V ery  truly yours, 


